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RBCs	and	 their	 antibodies.	Platelets	presented	 collection,	
storage,	and	logistic	problems,	but	when	their	transfusion	
did	 not	 have	 the	 desired	 effect,	 we	 usually	 did	 not	 have	
much	to	offer	the	patient	or	the	clinician.	Indeed,	this	jour-
nal	was	begun	to	 facilitate	knowledge	 transfer	 that	would	












	 This	scope	is	evident	 in	the	articles	on	platelets,	 their	










become	more	 specific	 in	 our	 attempts	 to	match	 platelet	
donor	and	recipient	and	to	understand	the	basis	of	the	im-
munogenic	discrepancy	in	the	first	place.	Although	not	all	
of	 the	methods	described	 in	 these	articles	are	 likely	 to	be	
found	 in	 every	 laboratory	 in	 the	near	 future,	 information	
gained	 from	 their	 broader	 application	 will	 undoubtedly	
expand	all	of	our	capabilities.
	 Thus,	 even	 if	 you	 are	 not	 directly	 involved	 in	 testing	
for	platelet	or	HLA	antibodies	or	defining	platelet	antigens’	
molecular	or	genomic	bases,	the	platelet	focus	of	this	issue	
will	provide	an	exciting	window	on	a	world	that	a	few	years	
ago	was	far	more	limited	in	its	understanding	and	capabili-
ties.	So	whether	these	articles	will	call	you	to	rapt	attention	
or	offer	an	interesting	insight	while	you	sit	back	and	relax,	
the	authors	of	the	articles	and	I	hope	you	will	enjoy	them.
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